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What is NAEP? 

The National Assessment of Educational Progress 

(NAEP) is the largest continuing and nationally 

representative assessment of what our nation’s 

students know and can do.  

It has served as a national yardstick of student 

achievement since 1969.  

Through The Nation's Report Card, NAEP informs the 

public about what America's students know and can 

do in various subject areas, and compares 

achievement between states, large urban districts, 

and various student demographic groups.   

 
SOURCE: National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) 



NAEP Components 

State  

Public 

(Grades 4, 8 

Grade 12 Pilot) 

National 

Public/Nonpublic 

(Grades 4, 8, 12) 

National  

Public/Nonpublic 

(9-, 13-, 17-year-olds) 

TUDA (public) 

(Grades 4, 8) 

 
The National Assessment of Educational Progress 

 

MAIN 

(since 1990) 
LONG-TERM TREND 



Age/Grade Subjects Assessment Window 

Grade 4  Writing computer-based (pilot)  January 23 – March 2, 2012  

Grade 12  
Economics (operational)  

Mathematics & Reading (pilot)  
January 23 – March 2, 2012  

Age 9  

Long-Term Trend  

Reading and Mathematics  

(operational & pilot)   

January 9 – March 16, 2012  

Age 13  

Long-Term Trend  

Reading and Mathematics  

(operational & pilot)   

October 10 – December 16, 2011  

Age 17  

Long-Term Trend  

Reading and Mathematics  

(operational & pilot)   

March 19 – May 25, 2012  

2011-2012 NAEP  

Assessment Windows 



Provides educators, researchers, parents, and 
students access to released questions from 
NAEP assessments in nearly all assessments. 

 

Provides examples of what NAEP asks students 
in grades 4, 8, and 12 
 

Examines student performance on a specific 
question by subgroups and state 
 

The NAEP Questions Tool is available on line at 
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/itmrls 

NAEP Questions Tool 



Released questions can help provide context to 
results for your state 
 

Used in the national reports and are commonly seen 
in big media releases 

NAEP Questions Tool 

2010 NAEP U.S. History 



NAEP Questions Tool 



NAEP Questions Tool 



NAEP Questions Tool 



NAEP Questions Tool 

Grade 
 4 
 8 
 12 

 

Type 
 Multiple Choice 
 Short Constructed Response 
 Extended Constructed 

Response 
 

Difficulty 
 Easy 
 Medium 
 Hard 

 
 



NAEP Questions Tool 

Question Difficulty is categorized as easy, medium, or 

hard.  For multiple-choice questions and questions that 

are either right or wrong:  

easy questions are those that over 60 percent of the 
students answer correctly; 

 medium questions are those that 40 to 60 percent of 
students answer correctly; and 

hard questions are those that fewer than 40 percent of 
students  answer correctly.  

For constructed-response questions, Question Difficulty 
is  also categorized as easy, medium, or hard.  

 



NAEP Questions Tool 

Click to remove checks for unwanted criteria. 

Slide the scroll bar to see all criteria 

 

Click on “ Select  

Content Classifications” 
Click on “Select Years” 

http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/mathematics/whatmeasure.asp


NAEP Questions Tool 

Click on “Perform 

Keyword Search” 
Type in keyword 

http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/mathematics/whatmeasure.asp


NAEP Questions Tool 

http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/mathematics/whatmeasure.asp


NAEP Questions Tool 



NAEP Questions Tool 



NAEP Questions Tool 



1. Actual question 

2. Key / Scoring guide 

3. National data 

4. Jurisdiction data 

NAEP Questions Tool 



NAEP Questions Tool 



NAEP Questions Tool 



NAEP Questions Tool 



NAEP Questions Tool 



Short Constructed Response 

NAEP Questions Tool 



Extended Constructed Response 

NAEP Questions Tool 



Extended Constructed Response 

NAEP Questions Tool 



NAEP Questions Tool 



NAEP Questions Tool 



NAEP Questions Tool 



NAEP Questions Tool 



NAEP Questions Tool 



NAEP Questions Tool 



No proficiency level determination or scale score 

NAEP Questions Tool 



NAEP Questions Tool 



NAEP Questions Tool 



QUESTIONS? 
 

Laura Garza Atkins 

NAEP State Coordinator 

Tennessee State Department of Education 
Assessment, Evaluation, & Research 

Phone (615) 253-6312 

laura.atkins@tn.gov 

 

 

 

 

 


